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Felice de Giardini (1716-1796) was ar\ Italian violinist and composer 
who made his debut in London in 1744 with great success and then 
went to Paris where he became a royal favourite. He returned to 
London in 1752 as leader and director of the Italian opera, returned to 
concertizing when that venture failed, lived for a time in Italy, tried 
unsuccessfully to re-establish Italian opera in London and finally went 
to Moscow where he died. He wrote 12 string quartets among much 
other string music. 




